The President, Dr [Dr. Leslie Buchanan.] It is now a considerable number of years since the attention of the medical profession was drawn to the fact that the eyes of the child may be damaged during birth, in a paper by Pajot (1853), and since then several papers dealing with different aspects of the subject have been published in this and other countries.
We bring the subject to the notice of this Society now for several reasons.
First, from a clinical standpoint it is important that such injuries as do occur to the eyes of the child should be recognised early, and that the true influence on vision in after-life should be realised.
Second, the subject is of much importance from a medico-legal point of view. Lastly, cases of injury of this nature seem to occur with greater frequency in and around Glasgow than in any other area with which we are acquainted.
Briefly, it may stated that injury to the eye of the child may take place during the course of almost any labour, but that the accident is much more frequent where, on account of pelvic deformity, the birth is a difficult one. The greater the difficulty, and especially is this true where mechanical intervention is necessary, the greater is the risk of damage being done to the child. We account for the frequency of accidents of this kind in this neighbourhood quite satisfactorily in calling attention to the number of cases of rickety deformity of the pelvis which is seen. 
